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Prepare your pet to hit the road or soar the skies
by keeping these travel safety tips in mind.



PREPARE YOUR PET FOR
 THE TRIP AHEAD.
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Ensure your pet’s microchip is registered
& up to date, and make sure their tag
has your current contact information.

Research your destination for pet-friendly hotels, parks, patios,
and beaches, and look up the nearest emergency clinic just in case.

Make an appointment with your local veterinarian:
• Schedule a quick health check-up for peace of mind.
• Verify that your pet’s vaccinations are up to date.
• Gather any documentation required for travel.
• Discuss ways to help an anxious pet feel more relaxed.

Tip: Be aware of any special health care requirements or documentation for
your pet when travelling abroad. In some cases, you will need to obtain a health 
certificate from your veterinarian dated within 10 days of your departure.



TIPS FOR FLYING WITH YOUR PET
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• Book a direct flight whenever possible to reduce complications 
during layovers and time spent on a tarmac, especially
in extreme weather conditions.

• Add proper identification to your pet’s crate. 

• Mark the crate with the words “Live Animal,” and your name, 
cell phone, destination phone number, and a photo of your pet.

• Alert airline employees that you are travelling with a pet in the 
cargo hold so they are aware and can assist with your pet’s needs. 
Communicate with them if there are concerns or delays.

• Include a pouch of dried food inside the crate so airline 
employees can feed your pet if needed during a layover.

• Securely close (but do not lock) the crate door so airline 
employees can open it in case of an emergency.

Tip: The night before you leave, consider freezing a small dish of water
for your pet. This way it won’t spill while onboarding, and will be melted 
by the time your pet is thirsty. 

TIPS FOR FLYING WITH YOUR PET
If you have never flown with your pet before, here are some things to consider:



PACK A TRAVEL KIT WITH
 YOUR PET’S NECESSITIES.
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• Food, water, bowls
• Waste scoop and/or bags
• Bedding or pillows for familiarity
• Leashes
• Your pet’s favourite toys 
• Medications, key medical records

& pet first-aid kit
• Grooming supplies

Tip: It’s generally recommended that your pet's travel-feeding schedule 
starts with a light meal 3-4 hours prior to departure. Opt for bottled water, 
as the drinking water from a new place could cause an upset stomach. 

Items in your pet travel kit can include:

PACK A TRAVEL KIT WITH
 YOUR PET’S NECESSITIES.



ENSURE YOUR PET
IS SAFE AND COMFORTABLE

IN THE CAR.
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Tip: Does their harness fit properly? There should be enough space 
for two fingers to fit between the harness and your pet's body for
a comfortable yet secure fit. 

ENSURE YOUR PET
IS SAFE AND COMFORTABLE

IN THE CAR.

If your pet is not used to long trips, prep them with a series
of short drives that grow in duration over time.

Make sure your pet is secured for travel. In the event of a crash,
a loose pet can become a projectile, injuring themselves and 
others. But it’s easy to keep everyone safe. Find a harness that 
fits properly and is easy to use, and be sure your crate is sized 
appropriately. Your pet should be able to sit, stand,
and lie down comfortably. 



SECURE YOUR PET’S
CRATE OR HARNESS SAFELY

 IN THE BACK SEAT.
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SECURE YOUR PET’S
CRATE OR HARNESS SAFELY

 IN THE BACK SEAT.
Your pet may be your road trip buddy, but that doesn’t mean they 
should sit up front. In a crash, your pet could be seriously injured or 
killed by a deployed airbag. Drivers can even be ticketed for driving 
“without due care and attention,” resulting in a hefty fine.

Secure your crate with a seatbelt or cargo hooks in the rear seat. If 
you choose not to use a crate, keep your pet safe by attaching their 
harness to the seat belt in one of the back seats.

For cats, the BC SPCA recommends “airline type” (not cardboard)
cat travel carries, which offer greater protection.



DRIVE WITH YOUR PET
INSIDE YOUR CAR.
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Dogs love to hang their heads out the window to enjoy the breeze,
but sand or dust could get in their eyes and can cause corneal ulcers. 

Turn off your power windows to prevent your dog from accidentally 
opening a window, which could lead to escape or accidental closure
on their neck.

It is both illegal and dangerous to travel with an unsecured pet in
the bed of your truck. If you must, the safest transport method is inside 
a sturdy crate, secured in the centre of the truck bed.

DRIVE WITH YOUR PET
INSIDE YOUR CAR.



NEVER LEAVE YOUR PET
ALONE IN A PARKED CAR.
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Tip: If your pet shows signs of heat stroke, take them out of the car or 
sun, use cool (but not ice cold) water/damp towels to lower their body 
temperature, and seek medical attention immediately.

Cars can heat up very quickly, especially in the summertime. 

Overheating can lead to heat stroke or even death, and a cracked 
window or air conditioning alone is not enough to keep your pet cool. 

Keep pit stops as short as possible when travelling with your pet.

NEVER LEAVE YOUR PET
ALONE IN A PARKED CAR.
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TAKE BREAKS DURING
YOUR JOURNEY. 
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• aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/travel-safety-tips
• spca.bc.ca/news/pet-travel-tips 
• spca.bc.ca/news/drive-safe-tips

Did you know pets can get car sick, too? Building extra time into
your travel itinerary for potty breaks and play time will help to keep 
your pet happy and feeling good. Schedule frequent breaks for fresh 
air and a chance to stretch their legs. At rest stops, keep them on
a leash to prevent them from running up to strangers or into traffic.

Unfamiliar surroundings can cause pets to get anxious and act 
abnormally, so it’s important to always keep them close for their 
safety. You know your pet best, so use your best judgement.

Get more informationabout these pet safety tips 
from these trusted sources:

TAKE BREAKS DURING
YOUR JOURNEY. 


